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after the tragic death of King Pfemysl Ottokar II, particularly, there
were held several sucK diets, at which the nobility, the clergy, and the
representatives of the burghers decided upon important affairs which
concerned the whole country: for instance, on the question of a general
tax for the payment of the sums expended by Margrave Otto of Branden-
burg as guardian of the young king. These decisions, however, took the
form rather of agreements, similar to the German Landfrieden^ which the
participants bound themselves to observe, than of real decrees of a diet,
universally binding in and for themselves. When, after the accession of
Wenceslas II, normal conditions were re-established in the land, the neces-
sity for such extraordinary diets ceased, and their further development
only begins after the fall of the Pf emyslid dynasty.

The great changes in the interior structure of the Bohemian State,
which took place under the last Pf emyslids, also affected the ethnographic
aspect of the country.  Even in earlier times there were in Bohemia and
Moravia certainly many Germans, above all among the clergy, and
especially in the monasteries; and they were also to be found at the
court of the Bohemian rulers, whose wives, belonging for the most
part to German princely families, brought their German retinue with
them to Bohemia.  Also most of the colonies of merchants, and those the
most important, were composed of Germans, and, finally, there was
probably a sprinkling of German immigrants among the peasant popula-
tion too.  But it was not until the second half of the twelfth century
that a considerable immigration of German colonists to Bohemia took
place. Whole districts, especially on the borderland, were then settled
by Germans, and preserved their German character, in part, up to the
present day. The first burghers of the Bohemian towns were almost ex-
clusively German, and their German character in most respects outlasted
the Pf emyslid epoch by more than a century, and in some cases, especially
in Moravia, preserved it until the present time. Besides this, both in
early and in later times, the whole public and social life of Bohemia was
exposed to the strong influence of her neighbour Germany. The Bohemian
court was, in the thirteenth century, from time to time a place of resort
for German minstrels, and had assumed an apparently strong German
complexion.  The Bohemian nobles, too, after the end of the twelfth
century, adopted not only German customs but even German surnames.
Not until the end of the Pfemyslid epoch do we find a strong national
consciousness among the Bohemian nobles, and then it was due partly
to the conduct of Otto of Brandenburg in Bohemia, partly to their
detestation of the German burgherdom which had sprung into existence
and was attaining a steadily increasing importance in the country.

Besides the considerable influence of Germany upon the whole de-
velopment of Bohemia, other influences of the highest importance
were asserting themselves during this time.   The great and successful
struggle, previously mentioned, for the freedom of the Church, which
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